
LB 67$Narch 7, 1978

spending money out of their own pocket. You are ~oin~ to
go back home and you are going to explain to vour z>eople
that foz some reason spending this five oz six million
bucks is holy and )ustified and worthwhile. A yeaz aeo
it was wildly extravazzant. A vear ago there were all kinds
of charges thrown around about state aid to education, how
it wouldn't affect the property tax, how it didn't hold
down the cost of government, how it encouraged local school
boards to spend more money. Now if there wez'e a real cz isis
involved heze, if they were closing schools, I would be "nr
it. Let me say right at the outset that in mv area we are
going to lose some money. Let me say also that the people
in my azea know exactly why thev aze going to lose monev.
They are going to lose some money because someone sisnerl
a petition and said let's not bz'ing LR 33 into play. Ie
the people of the State of Nebraska seel that thev were
misled, they were. The fac*.-. are that it did cost them
money to sign that petition. The facts were that they were
misled. They were misled by people who said the big soenders
are at it again and the only way you are going to bring
them i.nto check is to sign this pet1tion and I have a copv
of a letter now that 1s going out again addressed to
taxpayers. It talks about the same thing. You have mt
to hold down the cost of government. You have got to do
something or else this thing is going to run away rampant.
Let me tell you the best way to hold down the cost of
government. Ifthe people in my school district are aware
of what is happening to their property taxes because of
what happened to LB 33, they are going to march on the
school boards and they are going to say, look, we don' t
want any more of those unnecessary frills. We think it
is time to put a stop to it. As long as the thing con
tinues in the present vein oi' shifting the responsibilitv
and that is what we are doing here. You know, as far as
I am concerned, if you 1ntroduce a bill and it becomes
law and it zas a bad result, you take the responsibilitv
for it. If you stop the implementation of a bill and the
result is bad and you have got any guts or backbone, vou
say, look, we made a mistake. We blundered. We didn' t
listen. Now Senator DeCamp warned and warned and warned,
time after t1me after time, exactly what would hapoen and
no one heeded him. He told the drafters of the petition
what would happen, if they proceeded in the manner in which
they did and they ignored him. There were others who did
the same thing. But those warnings were ignored and so
now someone says, well, we have got to straighten it out.
We have got to take the people who created the mess off
the hot seat. Now someone says that is a narrow-m1nded
vindictive approach. That is not. That is accountabilitv
and responsibility and there ought to be enough to go
azound for all ZZ9 of us and maybe one or two extra to
throw in to boot who like to leg1slate from afar. mze
point I am going to make is this, you haven't solved a
single problem when you come in and shovel out another
$6 million of' sales and income tax money in this manner,
except I can tell you what the stoz1es will sav. M ev' l l
say, well, the Legislature finally dug themselves out
of that mess that they were in. The Legislature dl~n't
put ourselves in the mess. Now the point is, as Senator
Kremer has touched upon and several other Senators, we
do not have a long term solution. Y ou are never g o i n g
to have a long term solution to a problem that is con
tinually changing in focus because o~ the changing nature


